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Reasons TO BAN
GMOs and GE in Tompkins County
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You are a research ecologist for the U. S. Geological Survey.  As a scientist working on the Gap Analysis Program, you are concerned about the effects the GMOs might have on biodiversity and ecological health in general.  Your job is to testify in support of the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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GMOs and GE in Tompkins County

You are a member of the Tompkins County Green Party.  You are a proponent of community economics and believe that money and resources are better spent locally than in support of transnational corporations.  You also think that Tompkins County can serve as an example to the rest of the nation as well as the world.  Your job is to testify in support of the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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You are an organic farmer, and you help run the Ithaca Farmers Market, a popular attraction for the entire county.  You grow a variety of certified organic vegetables and herbs that you sell at the market and to several local restaurants.  You are concerned about the effects that GMOs  might have on your crops and on your livelihood.  Your job is to testify in support of the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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Reasons NOT to BAN
GMOs and GE in Tompkins County

You are a conventional dairy farmer in Tompkins County.  A local ban on GMOs and GE would greatly complicate your management practices, as your cows are grain-fed and most feeds contain GMOs in some form.  Your job is to testify in opposition to the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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Reasons NOT to BAN GMOs and GE in Tompkins County
You are a representative from Monsanto, a transnational corporation and leader in plant biotechnology.  Your job is to testify in opposition to the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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Reasons NOT to BAN
GMOs and GE in Tompkins County
You are a plant genetic engineer at Cornell University, and a Member of the American Society of Plant Biologists.  As a faculty member, most of the financial support for your research comes from grant money outside of the university.  Your job is to testify in opposition to the proposed ban of GMOs and genetic engineering in Tompkins County.  Develop points and arguments based on your role.
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