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Hollywood Physics: Scene 4

Tommy Boy (1995)

Polishing wheel (end of second 
scene)

Things to look for (and record) while 
watching:

1. What does Tommy Boy attempt to polish?

2. Can you roughly estimate the radius of the polishing wheel?

3. How many “dings” (collisions) can you hear before the object goes through the window?

4. How much time passes between each ding, roughly?

5. Can you estimate the angle that Tommy and Lewis turn their heads after each ding?
6. On the last ding you can see the object hit a suspended steel beam. Can you make a rough guess of how fast the beam moves after it gets hit?

Would it be possible for the object to go through the window in the realm of real physics?

Show your calculations here:
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