
STUDENT WORKSHEET #1


NAME: _________________________


DATE:_________________________

Congress passed the Endangered Species Act (16 USC §§1531-1544) in 1973 in order to: (1) protect endangered species and (2) preserve habitat upon which endangered species depend for their survival.  Currently the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service lists 1258 species as endangered or threatened.  “The term "endangered species" means any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range other than a species of the Class Insecta determined by the Secretary to constitute a pest whose protection under the provisions of this Act would present an overwhelming and overriding risk to man.  The term "threatened species" means any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range” (Endangered Species Act).

1. Arrange the species listed in order of their value or importance.  In other words, if you only had the resources or ability to save half of these species, which ones would you choose to save?  #1 should be the species you would be willing to invest the most resources to save, and #12 should be the species that you would invest the fewest resources to save.

2. Excluding human beings, defend your choices for the highest ranking and lowest ranking species.  (Give two reasons for each one.)

3. Compare your selections with those of other groups in the class.  Discuss the reasons that each group gave to defend their choices.

a. Which species did other groups rank the highest?

___________________, ______________________, _____________________

b. Which species did other groups rank the lowest?

___________________, ______________________, _____________________

4. Should the Endangered Species Act grant equal protection to all endangered species or rank species according to some measure of their value?  Give two reasons for your answer.
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