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Get to Know ArcExplorer: 

by Tania Siemens, http://csip.cornell.edu

Name:________________________________________Date___________

 Activity 2

(Arc)Explore your Watershed

Student Worksheet

Use the computer program ArcExplorer to get to know a watershed.
Objectives.

· Familiarize yourself with the computer program ArcExplorer

· Learn how to characterize a watershed

· Understand that maps = data

[image: image1.wmf]Instructions. Read and work through each step in the instructions packet.  Answer the questions, denoted by a:         ON THIS SHEET

Part 1: Find the name and area of your watershed

[image: image16.wmf] (1) What is the name of the watershed you chose?  

[image: image2.wmf] (2) What is the area (look at SUM_AREA) of the watershed?
[image: image3.wmf] (3) How many cities are in your watershed?
[image: image4.wmf] (4) On your answer sheet, Circle how much of the watershed you would say is covered by forest. (0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, 100%)
[image: image5.wmf] (5) How much of your watershed is Forests?

(0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, 100%)  
[image: image6.wmf] (6) How much of your watershed is Agriculture?



(0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, 100%)  
[image: image7.wmf] (7) How much of your watershed is Urban?



(0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, 100%)  

[image: image8.wmf] (8) Do you think that the kind of land cover will affect the waters quality in your watershed? 

[image: image9.wmf]  (9) Based on the dominant land cover in your watershed, how clean or how polluted would you predict the water in your watershed is? 

[image: image10.wmf] (10) What types of minerals are in your watershed? 

[image: image11.wmf] (11) How clean or dirty do you think the water in your watershed is?  Why?

[image: image12.wmf] (12) What percent of the water bodies in your watershed are polluted?

(less than 5%, 5-10%, 10-25%, or greater than 25%)

[image: image13.wmf] (13) What kind(s) of pollution do you think are in your watershed?  Circle the ones that you think are present:  
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[image: image14.wmf] (14) What kind of pollution exceeded its TMDL in your watershed?  How many times did  each of them exceed their TMDL?  

Name or watershed:

	Kind of Pollution
	Times exceeded the TMDL?

	Pathogens
	

	Metals 

	

	Pesticides
	

	Toxins (PCBs).
	

	Nutrients
	

	Low pH (acid rain)
	

	High Temperature
	

	Siltation
	

	Aesthetics
	


[image: image15.wmf]  (15) What do you think is the cause of the pollution in your watershed?
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